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Chapter III.
The Prison unJ the Convict Skip.

The crash was over.the timbers of the fullen
house were u mass of ruins ; but, although

the foundation hud been severely shaken, it

was yet firm enough to bear a superstructure.The energies of the partners were again
in exercise, and all hoped ere long to Me the
dawn of a brighter day.
From the time of their father's death, the

sisters had continued an unbroken band, until
within a few years previous to this unlookedformisfortune. The rajiid increase of consumptivesymptoms in Priscilla hod foreboded
an early loosening of the silver cord, and peculiarlysorrowful it was to them all. to watch
her sinking day by day; her bright complexion
still giving her the hue of health, but her sunnybrown hair was parted on a brow as purely
w'hite as Parian marble, und her uneven pulse
indicating that the night was at hand. It
came, but it was a night all radiant with stars,
and her death seemed almost like a translation.A short period of time elapsed, ere death
again entered the circle, and Rachel, perhaps
the most tenderly beloved by Klizalieth, was

called to her long home.
The brothers, with the exception of the

youngest, had married, and settled in life; and
he was about taking a bride to Karlhani. In
writing of this period, Klizalieth says: " Of my
many outward blessings, the brothers ami sisters1 yet have are among the greatest. Catharinewith her simple, powerful, yet humble,
mind; my three younger sisters, refined, amiable.talented, and full of sympathy and kindness;my brothers, true friends and comforters."And of Joseph she sweetly says; He iH
the fruitful vine, whose branches hang over
the wall.my prophet, priest, and sympathizer,
and often the unholder of mv soul." This srood
and gifted man was indeed a treasure to thank
God for.
Of her own family, two of the daughters

Were married, the eldest son also; and the girls
next in age now released her from much householdcare, and assisted her in answering the
numerous letters of inquiry and encouragement
which hegan to How in upon her in consequence
of her labors in the prisons. Many in official
stations became interested in promoting her
views, and added the weight of their influence
to sustain her.
One of the natural consequences, jterhaps, of

contemplating scenes of vice and wickedness,
is the desire to fathom their causes, and, if possible,use a preventive, before a cure becomes
needful Kli/.abeth's efforts were devoted to this
end. The improvements in Newgate since her
first visit there had become subject of public
commendation and remark. Its court-yard,
once peopled with beings scarcely human, blasphemingand fighting, now presented a scene
where stillness and propriety reigned; the
wards, once filthy and ill-conducted, were now

peopled by criminals, it is true, but who were
made to respect themselves, by being decently
dressed and employed and the prisoners, insteadof a universal depravity, expressed in
their countenances a consciousness of their improvedcharacter. It is not our purpose to de.tail the difficulties surmounted in these Herculeanlabors : but, in showing their results, it is
necessary to allude to the met that the individualvalue of the souls of these poor creatures
was always placed before them, their best feelingswere uppealed to, and. though many of
them had a remarkably confused sense of right
und wrong. thev wore gently taught that they
also were the children of our common Father,
and that He who clothes the lilies of the Held,
und feeds the ravens when they cry. would clothe
them with the spirit of nqxntance, and feed
them with the bread of life. Not alone were
they animated by spiritual teachings : they
were taught the dignity of labor, the manliness
of self-dependence: so that when the hoon of
liberty was once again bestowed, they might
use and not abuse the gift. Above all, the
great principle of love was inculcated, and admirablywas this mode of treatment udapted to
overcome the evil spirit which had so long triumphedwithin those prison walls. But the
tender heart of Klizuheth was deeply touched
by the frequency of criminal executions. The
sacrilice of human life was almost too fearful
to contemplate. Crimes of almost all grades
and descriptions were then punishable by
death nearly exrry variety of roldtery or traud,
though unattended with personal violence,
could he treated as a capital offence.

Klizabeth's humane mind was incapable of
contemplating such a state of things without
serious reflection. But a ease occurring in
which she was individually interested, broughther to the point of action.

lu one of the cells of the |»rison sat, or rather
crouched, a girlish-looking creature, appearingin the dim twilight almost like an immovable
statue one bare arm, exquisitely rounded, was
thrown over a brown marble slab, to which
was attached a rivet and chain her limbs were
unfettered.to confine them would have l»een
needless cruelty, lor she bad scarcely moved
throughout the day ; her cheek rested upon her
other hand, also placed uj*>n the slab, and a
moss of tangled black hair almost envelojiodher reclining form in its sable folds Standing,she might have Ix-en about the middle heightseated thus, she ap|H-ared small in stature Inher countenance only could be seen the slightet sign of animation; but even there, a dull,stagnating lethargy wits settling, as if thoughtswere drifting by her, which she had neither
energy nor power to stay. She had l»een coiidi'iniiwt.I.. .I- * ....

'ucom; ami since morning. wlien theunlooked-for and dreadful sentence had heen
pronounced, «|,<> |lttd, ujmn re-entering hergloony cell thrown herself down in this deHpiiiiiiigat tit udo, and h&d neither ejiokcn norMoved
Now the iron sheathed door of her misomhle

apartment grated on it* hinges, hut she took
no notice Throe times that day the turnkeylii'd entered, placing food and water upon the
rough afeone bench fastened to the wall, and,wifh a rude compassion in his manner, tried to
speak kindly words to the dejected girl She

ded lirn not, and the fisrd remained tintedhis time, however, he was accompa 4by another.it was Elisabeth. The turn1tigered a moment, and left her with thei* **er Several minutes elapsed of profound
niKi nt** tiiKiir>i<* neating <it tmtti hearts

'lie ungui»h of one, and the heightened*»* * of the other in the utterly forlorn girl.
Wantonly *yiii|tathy of Elizabeth touched

of that despairing heart at last*rP%ber own soft white hand upon that of"* W die Maid, " Harriet! poor cMM !"
or th. tlret time since the draftry t^entshc

r her face A very child might nave1 "er countenance-.open, ooofidint easingetr,,njr feeling, but naithar hardened'h'prarity or capable of cunning With a
t *r':,p4 I11'-" into the mild aud pitying eyes,*n *° eadly upon her, and touched by the
I J' and pathos of the voire, which
.. p ""'y "tiered the heartfelt ejaculation,
1 *7 " *ho leaned her head upon the

*i»iter, and, iu a passionate abandonk«rfeelinga, wopt unrestrainedly.rri,,&'Ded silent, only stroking ten'rTy the motherless head, till the heaving of" fssin# subsided, the sol* Imraine less frequentand the tears were shed more (|uictly.
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Then, gathering up the tangled hair, she pinned g
it back with the comb, which had fallen, poured v

water into the little stone ewer, and begging
her to refresh herself, placed her evening meal t

before her. desiring ner to eat. Gradually u

drawing her story from her the while, she t

found it bore out the impression she had already <1
formed, that she had transgressed the laws, but h

done nothing worthy of death. The girl was s

the daughter of respectable parents, and had 1

herself always borne an upright character: but «
- .1 1._ i.A .v.. (

under the influence ©I trie uwu buc ium»,

hadpunned forpoil noten, thus fvddinp ono more

to the melancholy Imt of those who. hy the
finest impulses of their nature, uncontrolled by
religion, nave been lured to their own destruction.And " Oh, madam." she concluded, claspingher hands with an anguished cry, ' 1 feel
life so strong within me, that I cannot believe
I am so soon to be dead.murdered.murdered,"she muttered. " Oh, Henry, this for your
sake. But thank God, he has escaped," she
added, suddenly looking up; " he does not
know 1 am to be strangled out of existence. He
is a forger now: but that would make him a

murderer.he would thirst for the life of those
who dured the horrible deed."

Elizabeth tried to soothe her excitement,
tried to comfort her with the thought that repentanceleads to salvation. But she was

nevertheless indelibly impressed with her remarks.She remained with her for some hours:
hut when she left her, her mind rested upon
the dreadful responsibility incurred by thus
taking the prerogative of the Almighty into
human hands. In the restraints imposed to I
prevent the commission of further crime, she
saw much that was salutary: hut to hurry the 4

sinful out of existence, without affording them 4

an opjiortunity of proving their refientanee, by *

amendment of lite, was. in her view, very 1

awful. And for so slight an error as this
jtoor girl was convicted oCtho law appeared
almost sanguinary. Indeed she doubted the '

efbcacy of capital punishments, even for Ha- 1

grant violations of the laws; she thought it 1

hardened the heart, and rather increased than 4

diminished crime. One of the peculiar char- '

acteristics of Elizabeth's mind was. never to '

follow out any train of ideas without arriving 1

at results; and action on the subject was the
inevitable consequence of these results. With c

such a weighty object as the life of this poor ^

girl before her. she lost not a moment in trying 1

to gain her a reprieve. In her case there were 1

circumstances ot extenuation, tnougu not 01 a

nature to alter the letter of the law. Of these (

she made the most, followed u|> hy unremitting '

exertions in her behalf.
But one week was wanting to the dreaded *

day of execution, and as yet nothing had been '

done by the authorities. Among the attempts
made, was one through the Duke of Gloucester.
Many years had elapsed since Kli/.abeth had
seen him.not sinee the days of the Karlham
festivities, the scarlet riding-habit, and the
military hand at Norwich. How differently
did they now meet.on what altered grounds
renew their acquaintance. Her once slight
figure was now full, hut had lost nothing of its
perfect jirojmrtion; yet among the still redundanthair, gathered beneath the matronly cap,
might he seen sprinkled a few silver threads
The mellow tones of her sweet voice rang upon
the ear of the Duke like a well-remembered
chime of his early days, bringing hack fragrant
thoughts and sun-lit dreams gone hy forever.
Even had lie been so disposed, he could not

have resisted her appeal. But he had felt too
warm an interest in the once lovely girl, to

deny himself the pleasure of serving the digni-
tied woman. 1

The condemned cell for women was a nar-

row apartment with two windows, one commandingthe inner quadrangle, where were the
tried prisoners, not yet sentenced.the other
looking into a long passage, with an iron
grating on either side, dividing the tried from
the untried side of the prison. Across this the
conview wore permmeu ui communicate wnn
their friends. Here Harriet had been taken,
to pass her few days numbered upon earth, to
quit it no more till she left it for the scaffold.
She was not aware of tho efforts made to obtainher a pardon, and. except when Elisabeth
was with her, she sat with folded hands, unmovedand impassive. Her deportment during
her confinement had always been quiet und
orderly; and some of her companions in guilt
were heard to say she had been chosen earliest
for death, because she was best prepared for it.
The Duke came to Newgate, anu his former

companion in the dance led him with a Berious
aspect through its dark and gloomy avenues,
till they reachod the iron grating. Her name
was an "open sesame" to many a dreary dungeonand as the massive bolt was drawn back,
the Duke's hand was extended to assist her in
descending the few steps leading into the miserableroom. Their eyes met, and mentally
each recalled the days they had threaded togetherthe mazes of the dance, in the ante-room
of the old Hall.

Harriet sat with her back towards the door,
but started up when it was o|iened. and. unawarefor the moment of the Duke's presence,
fell weeping at the feet of Elizabeth. "Oh,
lady, I cannot die. Save me ! save me! " She
clung round her, she kissed her hands, she imploredher by the mercy of tho loving God, to
avert the impending doom. It was the first
time that horror of the mode of death had en- 8

tered her mind. " I have thought of the fu- 8

turc," said she; "I hope for salvation; but this *

horrible gateway to be (tamed, to be swung (l

like a felon into eternity, oh !" With a groan H

she fell fainting on the ground. The Duke
raised her. and Itoth bent over her with a thrill
of unutterable feeling.

More strenuous than ever were the efforts
made to save the poor girl, after this visit to
the prison The Duke left nothing unaccomplishedthat could tend to avert the fatal catastrophe.He accompanied Elizabeth in a

itcreoiial application to Lord S ; he joined
tier in an application to the directors of the
Hank in whose name the forged notes had been
issued. Hut iiliii! all in vai* The object i»t '

their solicitude wan inevitably doomed; ami
deeply both felt when on the appointed day '

the misguided, erring, but repentant girl, nut-
fered the extreme penulty of the law.

Distressed and pained an she had been by
the event, the mortification of defeat never in- '

duced her to relax her exertion* She foresaw
that, even in this case, good might eventually I
be evolved out of evil It* publicity, and the 1

intorett felt in the unfortunate girl, had been '

the means of canning much excitement on the
nubjeet of capital puninhment. " The states- I
man viewed it more es|ieciully an a political
question, in its tendency to increase or diminishcrime. The philanthropist considered it '

ohicHy as it affected the individual. The merchantand man of business regarded it as close-
ly affecting the security of property." Thus J
many persons of rank and influence bad lieen
induce*] to throw their weight into the right
scale. To touch so complicated a machine as

'

tlie criminal code of Kugland, appeared an undertakingtoo dangerous to attempt yet such
was the pressure from without, that something
must be yielded to popular feeling. The subjecthad become one or great interest, and alter '

many discussions, during succeeding session* of
I'arliament, a majority of the House of Com- '

jnonx voted for the abolition of the punishmentof death, in all caee* of forgery.
K.li/.al>eth, the indirect means of bringing

nbout this improvement, la-cantc an object of
great interest, The reformation effected in '

Newgate since her viaite there was the theme
of conversation in all circles; and the aooouuU '

circulated of the imposing scenes witnessed,
brought a strange variety of persona to that
abode of sin and sorrow. The poor regarded
her as a ministering angel, and the nobly bom ]
und richly ondowed paid her the tribute of fespcctand admiration Queen Charlotte desired Isiu; should be presented to her, and, by request 1
of her Royal Highness. Kluabeth waited upon I
her at the palace. The interview 1»etween the I
two was striking. The diminutive stature of i
the Queen, covered with diamonds, and Klixa- t
ln-th, her simple Quaker dress adding to the c

height of her figure, maintaining the wonted I
calmness of her l«*>k and manner. Several of
the b-slmps stood near her, and in the back- J

w
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round were noble lordn and ladies, covered

lawola and waving feather-
As the two met, a murmur of applause ran

hrough the assembly, followed by a simultaieousclap and shout, which was taken up by
he multitude without, and died away in the
listance. They hailed the scene lief >re them
is the omen ot a nation's regeneration tho\
aw in it, not so much the Queen and the phi*
anthropist, as royalty offering its meed of
Lpproral at the shrine of mercy and good
leeds.

In the retrospect of her early days, how often
r'lirabeth recalled the breakfast-room at Karllam,and the patriarchal Quaker preacher,
vho had dimly foretold in her girlhood what
ihe had now become. The meridian of her
ife had passed, and she desired to dedicate the
emainder of it yet more solely to her iinportmtcalling.

It was no slight sacrifice to engage, shortly
ifter. in what she considered an imperative
luty. This was visiting the prisons through)utGreat Britain, and inspecting personally
hese aliodes of crime and misery. She would
*o from yard to yard, and from one ward to
mother, addressing the most minute inquiries
to the jailors, and calculating the capacities of
he different bnildings for the greatest degree
if improvement. The results of her observations
sere always afterward stated, in a letter adiressedto those in authority. Que of her
irothcrs accompanied her upon this tour, and
luring its accomplishment. He who had called
ler to the work opened the hearts ol many
persons in various circumstances to aid her
Visiting associations of ladies were formed, sosietiesfor the reformation of juvenile offend;rs;and of those unable to give their time to
he work, not a few proffered offerings of gold
md silver to carry it on.

One of the things most deeply affecting
"'.lixabeth. was the condition of the poor luna;icsconfined in these prisons. For these she
nude frequent and touching np|>eu]8. and the
enderneas with which she treated those with

In nrni'Ail lina' lutvi'Ar.
.......... ... v. .v.- j,.

ully her heart wax touched with compassion
or the sufferers of that ' heaviest of human
naladies."'
Another class of persons, who had long

laimed the attention of this devoted woman

vere the prisoners sentenced to transportation:
md scarcely a convict ship sailed, but her utnostendeavors were made to promote the
spiritual welfare and bodily comfort of those
loomed to spend months in these floating prismsFrequently she visited them, sometimes
with a companion, often alone. This was not
lone without much fatigue, and frequent esjsj<ureto weather. On one occasion she was

placed in a situation of considerable danger.
It was a sultry summer day. the steam packet
F.agle was racing up the Thames, the captain
hoping to overtake bis comjtetitors. when in
the midst of the excitement a sudden squall,
accompanied by heavy rain, enme on He was

looking ahead, pleased with the reflection that
they would soon outstrip the other vessels, wbon.
upon entering Long Reach, be saw a small
boat, laboring with but little effect against the
tide. In it were two ladies, in the close habit
of the Quakers, drenched with the heavy
shower.
Ho was a dashing, high-spirited sailor. To

stop, would sjtoil the chase, in which his passengerswere eagerly interested. To go on, and
loave two ladies in such a situation, was impossible.His gallantry prevailed he passed the
word softly to the engineer, to sheer the steamer
alongside, threw the wearied rowers a rope.
ana hetore the passengers wore aware, trie enginehad stopped. the ladies were on hoard,
and the Eagle again flying up the Thames.
Elizabeth, with a dignified anu beautiful expression,gratefully thanked him, as lie led
theui below.

In a short time the gale cleared away, and
they came on deck. The gallant captain had
some prejudices against the Quakers; but he
could not resist this lovely and heavenly-mindedwoman ; and as she moved about, distributingtracts among the crew, with a kind smile
or word of encouragement, he saw in her all
that was attractive in woman, lit up by the
bright beams of philanthropy In writing of
the incident, he says." I feel assured, much of
the success whioh attends her missions of mercyis based upon the awe inspired by her presence.It is something to possess a countenance
which portrays, in every look, the overflowings
of such a heart. As an instrument in God's
hand, she is indeed highly favored."' To see
her is to love her: to hear "her, is to foel as if a
guardian angel were bidding you to follow
that teaching which alone can subdue the
temptations of this life, and secure a Redoemsr'slove in eternity. At the time of this occurrence,Elizabeth and her companion were

returning from a farewell visit to a female convictship u|>on the point of sailing There was

great uncertainty whether the poor creatures
ivould ever see their lienefiietress again. She
ttood at the door of the cabin, ''a priestess of
leaven on the threshold of hell." The women,
gathered on the quarter-deck, faced the little
>arty. The sailors, anxious to see what was

going on, clambered into the rigging, or mingledin tho outskirts of the group. The silence
vas profound, when Elizabeth opened the Bible,
ind read tbe 107th psalm, with such emphasis
md intonation as to make the simple reading
i commentary. The crews of the other vesolsanchored around, attracted by the novelty
if the scene, leaned over tho ships on cither
ide, and listened with great attention. She
loscd tho Bible, and after a pause, knelt down,
die touched on tbe bistorv of the nurdoncd
dagdalen, her loving much, Ixtoauae forgiven
nucn ; hor washing the feet of the Saviour,
icing with Him at his death, watching hy hin
oinh, and permitted first to see Him after his
cHiirrection It wiih the strongest encouragenpntto the rejientunt sinner She then s|s>ke
n a strain of entreaty and solemn w arning to
he liardened and profane: and, finally, im>lori*la Messing from God, on these his chilIrenMany of the women wept bitterly; all
teemed touched, nnd when she left the ship,
hey followed her to the side, Messing her as

in angel of merey The sailors in the rigging,
touched hy the melting scene, cheered her as

tier little boat passed vessel after vessel, till
they could see her no longer.
Her exertions for these perishing ones stoppednot hero; through her instrumentality,

many improvements were made in the various
itations to which they were consigned, and she
tad frequently the satisfaction of receiving
grateful letters from those she had remembered
as in ls>nds with 111011.*'
Succeeding years brought more extensive

icrviecs Accompanied by her husband ami
tirother, who entered warmly into sympathy
with her various objects of benevolence, she vistedthe prisons and lunatic asylums of France,
Njiain. Germany, Denmark, and parts of tho
Prussian dominions She formed lasting frienddiipswith sonic of the most gifted anil influen-
tiuf men nnd women Of the ago: IOd licr peculiarfaculty of drawing out all that wax lovely
*ik1 of gixwl rejiort in other*. wax perhapx the
boxt text of the purity and lovelinewa of her own
iharacter Mho entered achoola, and, attracted
l»y her beaming and niatornal niuila, littlo chilIrengathered round her in roxy cluxtcr* nnd
timidly proffered their gift* of diiriing jiebblex,
tr bright *ea weed*, a* remembrance* of their
native land*, to the good lady of whom they
bad xo often heard. She tarried among the
liek in hoxpital*. and the fevered lip blcaaed
ber, a* *he l»ent with a pitying glance over the
(offerer.
' Many a languid head u|>rai«-d, uprained an Klijtubothuntorinl,
Turned on iU pillow of pain to gate while ihupuiwcd,

for ber preaunce
fell ou their heart* like a ray of the nun on the wall*

of a pricon '

she looked in ujxin the miserable lunatic, and
the nonfiling voice and gentle touch brought
jack the memoriM of other and happier daya,
ill aoinething like a ray of light gleamed
tthw art the darkened intellect She penetraedthe gloom of the felon's cell, and even the
nitcaxt and foraaken felt how beautiful were

he miniatrationa of the merciful.
" The etperienoe of life had taught her, that

le who rule* aa a God of Providence, direct*
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as a God of Grace and that with duty, comes

opportunity to occupy in his service the talents
given by Him." Slie desired to have every
home duty accomplished, every household affectionmet; but reason and Scripture taught
her. that each individual lias something to l»estow,even of time, talent or wealth, which,
spent in the service of others, would return in
blessing on herself and her own family. In
the little parlor behind the shop, in the suburbanvilla, in the perfumed boudoir, and the
gilded hull, she saw powers unoccupied, and
time unemployed. She lived to illustrate all
that she enforced, and most nobly had she redeemedthe promise of her youth

Years have gone. Yet once again, the remnantof the broken band of brothers and sistersare gathered in the home of their childhood.All was outwardly the same. The
vines still clambered over the doorway, and
the hawthorn was budding into fragrance;
the birds still sang on the boughs, and the
wavy branches of tne tall oaks seemed bending,to welcome again beneath their shades
that strangely altered household. The majesticfigure of Catharine was scarcely bowed by
age, but on her brow the impress it had left
was legible, and each read in her the changes
which had pawed over them. In the mild eves
of Elizabeth beamed a sweet and holy serenitybut sorrowful thoughts threw their shade
across her still lovely countenance. She
dreamed of long ago, and a haunting memory
of love-lit eyes, now closed forever, dimmed
her own with tears.
Of the seven sisters, only four remained

buk groups of happy little ones went in and
out, as their mothers had been long since wont
to do, and the greensward echoed with the
ringing shouts ot merry childhood. Some of
them called Elizabeth " Grandmamma," and
would lead her by the hand, for she wsis feeble
now. sometimes, and beg her to tell them tales
of thp olden time, when she played beneath the
trees.o^sang and danced with Prince William,
in the ante-room of the old Hall. He was

goue now, and her early friend. Lieutenant
Aylesworth also; both had died in the hope of
immortality, and she felt that hut a short periodwould elapse, ere her wheel of life would
he " broken at the cistern."
Again she gathered with the congregation

in the quiet meeting-house An eventful historyhad been hers since she listened reverentlyto the solemn teachings there so deeply impressedupon her heart. She knelt, and raised
a song of praise for the eternal hone offered to
the Christian, concluding in the sublime words
of Isaiah, ' Thine eyes shall see the King in
his beauty they shall behold the laud that is
verv far off."

But for her.she loaned 011 her pilgrim staff
yet a little longer, and as site neared the templecalled Beautiful, she said, ' I see the gates
of mercy opened, ami the rays of light arc

shining from them."

A few months later, and a funeral train was

seen, in the gray of the early morning, windingpast the picturesque grounds of Plashet
House. A vast concourse of heart-stricken
mourners followed the hier. The noble horn,
the gifted, the lowly, ami the wretched, actuatedby a common grief, gathered, for the last
time, to render their tribute of respect to the
loved and revered of many years. The train
wound on. past the grounds of her olden home,
past the place of her worship, to where, in its
shaded hurying-ground. a little child had been
consigned to the dust long before. The mould
was now broken for the grave of its mother,
and at the head of each mound was a stone of
memorial, hearing hut a simple name.it was

that of Elizabeth Fry.

THE CASE OF RACHEL PARKER.

We see it stated that Gov. Bigler has associatedHon. Thomas S. Bell with Attorney GeneralCampbell, to defend the colored girl, RachelParker, who was kidnapped from Chester
county, Pa. Upon the subject of the rules of
evidence in a slave State, we copy from the
Friend's Review the subjoined letter from Dr.
J. K. Snodgrass, under date of

Baltimore, March 27, 1852.
I do not often see your journal, and I have

therefore no means of ascertaining whether
certain timely remarks copied from it into the
Pennsylvania Freeman, made up the whole or

1>art only of your article on the case of Rachel
'arker. If the whole, then have you fallen

into an error with respect to the rules of evidencein our courts, which I feel it hut right to
correct, lending as its circulation would, in all
probability, to a useless expense to the friends
of this j*>or girl, in their Imnevolent preparationsfor the approaching trial.
The error referred to, as one into which you

would seem to have (alien, is the supposition
that colored witnesses might be admitted in
favor of Rachel Parker's |>etitinn for freedom,
were it not for the prohibition of the entrance
of free colored citixens into this Stat' from
yours. As to this hitter delectable feature of
our Black laws, it would, of itself, present no
insurmountable olistacle. Colored persons, who
might be here lor legal purports, as. for example,in trials where both parties to the issue
were of their own proscrilted race, would be
protected by the court, whose processes for the
ascertainment of truth through the best testimonyaccessible had called for their presence.
But vou need give yourself no trouble of mind
on this score. The testimony of persons guilty
oi the crime of Isiing clothed in a dark skin is

never tolerated in the courts of this or any other
slaveholding State, where one of the parties is
of the white raoe, unless the testimony is favorableto the latter s cause. Thus, if tlie claimantof " property in Rachel Parker, can find
any colored person in Pennsylvania sufficiently
vile to l»o willing to lend himself or herself to
"prove projieriy, me testimony i'nn rx» gotten
in without any difficulty, hut not otherwise. In
thin respect' slavery in true to the ' instinct of
self-preservation," as in most others. All our
laws and customs an- more or less controlled
hy its requirements, becauae it seek* to use

them for a purpose analogous to that with
which the saccharine or acid ingredients are

employed hy the preserver of perishable fruits
It would not keep" without them.

This remark upon the jsilicy of our laws,
which may lie sain to l>e "all for slavery," will
solve the difficulty which you have presented
in the query you have started respecting the
justice of compelling Rachel i'arker to submit
the question of her freedom to a Maryland
court, instead of a Pennsylvania court, as has
been done " without process of law," as truly
remarked hy you, VKfc say, with natural justice,and with true nccordunoe with the commonlaw of "property," as it would lie applied
to a stolen horse or an ox, " l*et Rachel Parkerlie first brought hy a habeas corpus to the
county from which she was alsiucted, and there
let the ulleged master vindicate his claim "

Hut you expect fur tint much ot our court*, controlledUN they are, not hy the principle* of
thiit common law which lend* no *auction
whatever to the uncommon demand* of Hlavery.
hut hy wtatutory law*. They would not have
granted that grout 'writ of right" to Koche]
l'urker, had the UNked to lie brought from her

imprimminent among felon*, l»eforo one of our

judge*. How. then, could you expect that audi
an order from one of your judge* would he reflectedhere? It would lie treated ju*t a* the
reijuiflition of your late Governor upon our* for
the mim reant McCreary wu«.with pro-*lavery
contempt
A* a cane in j*iint, I may tell you that un

urHjutHtumed ''free citizen of l'enn*ylvania,"
who had been kidnapped and brought here
Home year* ago, van In yt in prison while acknowledgedto be free by even the judges who. on

ap]dication. refueed to grant the writ of habeas
corpus! The tardy and expen»ive procea* of
'' |ietition for freedom," adopted by the counwd
for poor Kachel, wa* appealed to, then, a*

now, a* the only remedy tor the colored race

in thia State; and it throw* the onus yrobandi
on the viotiraixod, in*tead of the nctimi/er,
where alaverv d«#ire* it thrown.for the darkenedcolor of the akin ia evidence presumptive
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of servitude in all cases; and the proving of a

negative is the anomalous requirement made of
every jterson accused, or even suspected, of runningaway with himself! Habeas corpus would
throw the burden of proof on the claimant,
who would have to produce, at least, " probable
cause" of detention.

It is a curious fact in the judicial history of
this State, that oulv one instance of the grantingof the habeas corpus writ to a colored personis to l*e found among the citations of Evans's
Maryland Practice, the standard work at the
Bar here; and such a departure was it considered,that the author devotes a long note to an

explanation of the shocking exceptionality of
the novel transaction!

1 rejoice to note the interest you have manifestedin the case under notice; and I was
much rather inclined to thank you for it, in the
name of a down-trodden race, who have long
excited my deepest sympathies, than to criticise
what you have penned. If this article shall
have prevented the waste of precious time and
money on witnesses who would be of no use
here, it will have served its chief purpose. 1
will close by adding, for the encouragement of
those of your readers who may feel an interest
in the result of a suit which is soon to decide
the paramount issue of "freedom or davcry. '

that I anticipate a favorable result, notwithstandinga retarding, and. in other respects,
somewhat discouraging alteration in theas|>eetof the case has l>een made by a change of venue
from the Superior Court of Baltimore city,
to the Circuit Court for Baltimore oounty. which
change was of course predicated upon the oath
that justice could not be obtained in this city (!)
by the claimant of an alleged slave.

For the Nationul Era.
THE PRISONERS OF THE PEARL

BY THK WOKKSHOP BAHD.

" Win not lot them go' Does a lingering feeling
of resentment yet steel their hearts against the plead
ings of Mercy' How can they ask God to forgive
them their trespasses, as they forgive those who tres
pass against them, while they are inexorable against
the prayers of those incarcerated men ' "

Nutioii.il Era of Jami.iry 2ft//, 1852

Aye, let them go Why will ye fix a stain
Of deeper infamy upon your brow '

Why doom them evermore to sigh in vain,
As through your dungeon's hell thoy drag their chain

Unloose them now

Yes, let thorn go' as ye would dread the acorn

Which haunts that Hourhon monster, Ferdinand
Of Naples vilest yet of woman horn.
Crowding his dungeons with a fettar-worn

Hut noble hand.

Unclasp your gyves, thrust hack the heavy bars'
In God's name, let the Idessod sunlight in,

Where men have pined these long and weary years,
Weeping in silence sad and hitter tears,

For others' sin.

Why write your names upon the blackened scrolls,
Beside the Neros of the olden time '

Deeply ye ll blush, when Heaven's own hand unrolls
The dark, foul record, cleaving to your souls,

With all its crime.

The tears of helpless childhood, fatherless
The wife, the mother's deep and hitter woe

Cry night and day to Heaven for their redress
God marks i/mii guilt, and notes thru wretchedness;

Ah let them go !

Needs there a voice to thunder down the sky
Its fearful utterance. " Let the captives go '

And will yo daro the impious reply,
With stony heart and Heaven confronting eye,

And answer " No f "

Tempt not that arm which rolled the Red Sea waves,
Snrtri sft.er sorirc o'er Kcvnt's countless dead.

Sweeping them headlong to their yawning graven.
Chariot and horsemen with thuir flushing gloves,

In terror dread.

Oh, let them go As ye would bo forgiven
Of whatsoever wrong ye may have done

To others, in the holy sight of Heaven,
Think of those men whoso souls are anguish riven,

Sad, and alono.

Doomed for a lifetime to a felon's eoll,
Counting the footfall of tho woary hours,

Parted from all that they have lovod so well,
Forever banished to a living bell.

Mnko thoir ease yours.

Oh, pitying Heaven' touch thou the stony heart.
And hid its icy currents mult and flow

In the cold eye, let Mercy's tear-drop start,
Till every fueling of revenge dopurt.

Oh let thorn go '

H'est Troy, February 2, J 852.

CASE OF THE AMI6TAD

To tlir Editor of the National Era :

Ah the question of indemnity to the owncrH

of thin vessel is now before the Uuited States
Senate, it becomes important to uncertain what
in the Htate of the case, an presented by the
facts, and the law in reference to them

It was decided in the ease of tho Anlelojie hy
the United States Supreme Court at Washington.that the slave trade could not be considered
against the law of nations, so as to give the judicialtribunals of every country tne right to
consider it piracy, and set all the slaves free
which might ho captured in this trade: that
it became piracy only when made so by tho
municipal laws of the country to whom the
slave trader belonged; and tfiat one country
has no right to enforce the municipal laws of
another country, unless there he a treaty tuadn
Itctwecn tho two countries to this effect. And
there being no treaty between the United States
and Spain which would authorize Hitch a procooding,the judicial tribunals in the United
StaloM would have no right to liberate the
slaves taken in a Spanish vessel, although the
municipal laws of Spuin prohibited the hIuvc
trade, and made it piracy. That the slaves,
therefore, inunt be restored to the Spanish owners,and the question of their property in the
slaves must bo left for the Spanish Government
to determine, in the execution of their own

municipal laws upon the subject.
It appears clearly from this decision in the

caso of the Antelope, that the Court considered
the slave trade so far conformable to the law of
nations, that ono man may by force be made
the slave and property of another, and must be
considered so in all cases where it is to be left
to be decided by the law of nations, without
regard to municipal laws, as it was in this case

Now, apply this decision, and the principles
upon which it was settled, to the sane of the
AmieUui The principle is, that slavery is warrantedby the law of nations, and no other law
is to be regarded in settling the question Take
the facts of this case, then, as they are. The
Spaniards Ruiz and Montoz were, at the time
the vchwI won taken |M*su<eeion of by the Americanrevenue cutter, actually the slave* of the
African*, reduced to thin condition by force
And it in this principle of force or conquest
which in considered sufficient to create slavery.
If, then, the Court are not authorized to travel
out of the law of nation*, and have regard to
abstract right and justice, or the municipal
law* of thi* country or Spain upon the subject,
they niuit determine that these Spaniard* are
ho fur the projierty and the slaves of the African*,that they must be put under their control
and owneriihip, if the Africans desire it, for
such wax their situation when brought into the
United States. Suppose that when the Spanish*lavcr was on her way from Africa to Havana,and while the Africans were in the posHcssionand under the control of the Spaniards,the vessel had fallen into the hands of an

American cruiser, and been brought into the
United States for adjudication, would not our

Courts hare decided that the vessel and slaves
must be restored to the Spanish owners under
the law of nations? Now, suppose that on this
voyage to Havana the Africans had sucoeeded
in overpowering the Spaniards, and reducing
theui to suhjeotioo, as tliev did on the second
voyage from Havana, and had chosen to call
the Spaniards their slaves and their property,
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and were afterwards brought into the I'nited
States in the sauie way for adjudication would
not our Court* have been oliliecd. under the
same law of nations, to consider the Spaniards
the slaves of the Africans, and treat them as

such, putting them hack into the possession
and under the control of the Africans' Or is
there one law of nations for Africans, and anotherfor white people? But the second voyagefrom Havana does not change the state of
the case at all. for it may be considered a mere
continuance of the first, since nothing had occurredto make the Africans Haves, which had
not occurred before.no law, Spanish or any
other, had begun to operate upon them and
make them slaves. They were made sluves
merely by forte or conquest, and this force or

conquest continued on the second voyage, until
they in their turn, by the same foree or conquest,turned the tables upon their masters, and
reduced them to subjection. Ifforte, then, is sufficientto make the Africans slaves, why is it
not sufficient to make the Spaniards so'

Again : it is one of the consequences anil ingredientsof slavery, that a slave can hold no

property, and all the property that may appertainto him belongs to the master. If such Ik>
the case, and the Spaniards should l>e held by
our Court to he the slaves of the Africans underthe law ofnations, (if the latter should choose
to consider them such.) the vessel and cargo must
he considered as Incoming the projiertv of the
Africans also, when the Spaniards became
their slaves by virtue offorce or conquest. And
the effect of their applying to an American
court of justice to reduce these Africans again
toil state of slavery to them, will he. if the law
of nations should he executed upon them, to becomeslaves themselves to the Africans, if such
should he the wish of the Africans, and lose
their vessel and curgo into the bargain.

Next, as regards crime. Here both parties,
Spaniards and Africans, are charged with crime
I'lie Spaniards are charged with the criuie of
kidnapping. made such by the laws of Spain
to which they are subject: and the Africans
are charged with the crimes of murder and
piracy And it is the first crime which led to
the second, and constitutes its justification If,
then, the |wrsons who committed a crime ought
to he delivered up to the Government against
whom the crime was committed, lor adjudicationand punishment, ought not the Spaniards
to he delivered up to the Government of Spain
for this purpose, to whom they are amenable.
instead of the Africans, who owe no allegiance
to Spain, who were brought under Spanishjurisdiction by force, against their will, and
who took the lives of Spanish subjects for the
recovery of rights guarantied to them by Spanishlaws, and the violation of which are accountedcrimes by these laws ' \V S A.

Huston. April A. 1852.

CONFLICT OF OBLIGATION

To the Editor of the Sutiunal Era :

Though the women of the present day seem

more inclined to dabble in (M.litics than divinity.yet I would wish to say a few words in replyto "A Correspondent" respecting "Conflictof < fhligation. ' He says We are among
those who believe in the divine origin of government,and consequently in the religious obligationof obedience to law.''
Now without stopping at present to examine

his position, or the Scripture he has brought
forward. 1 premise that if tho powers that be
are ordained of God, so then of course the
powers that were.that have been.were ordainedof God. To illustrate the principle, 1
would refer, in the first place, to laws establishedunder the Jewish economy; and referencesto this source would he almost as numerousas the pages of Holy Writ. There was a

law established by Darius, King of the Chaldeans.that whosoever should ask a petition of
any god or man, for thirty days, save of this
same lawgiver, he should be cast into the den

,.fUr.u.- uum'iIu t in-, n v ,.f .... n»n_
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fessed Christians of the present day. have
soothed our consciences down as quiet as a

sleeping hube, and said " Why, in this matter
1 can obey my rulers, and yet retain the full
assurance of God's favor Can 1 not offer my
prayers without the cognizance of any eye save
the All-seeing' Can I not, as often as I ploaso,
lift the silent aspirations of my heart heavenward,with only Mini to note who 'hears our

thinking''-' Yea, doubtless such would be
the reasoning of many of us, whose professions
amount to as much as did Daniel s. If the
Lord had condomncd Daniel for his proceeding
in this thing, He might have looked down from
the throne of His Holiness, and exclaimed,
"Foolish Daniel! did you not know that there
is no Power but of Me ? The jsiwcrs that lie
are ordained by me whoever, therefore, resisteththe power, resisteth my ordinance
Inasmuch, therefore, as ye have resisted the
power, you have resisted and offended mo

"

but thu very reverse of this wo know to he the
fact. By disolieying the direct mandate of his
King lie obtained, and very signally, too, the
favor of Heaven

'1 hen look, again, near by in the sacred
oracles, at a law of Nebuchadnezzar's enactingAfter the image was set up, the doereo
went forth, that "Whoso falleth not down and
worshippcth, shall the same hour be caRt into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace." But
what suith it' They (those three Jewish cuptives)openly, in the face of the whole realm,
disobeyed It amounted to nothing less than
barefaced rebellion against Government. " Be
it known unto thee, oh King, that we will not
serve thy gtsls!Thero! (Ho would my soul
res|smd to the spirit of Southern dcH[K)tism!)
Said this illustrious monarch, "Did we not
cast three men hound into the midst of the
fire ' " " Lo, I sec four men hsise, walking in
the midst of the tire, and they have no hurt;
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of
God!'' Oh. my brother, was not this a great,
a very great, exemplification of God's favor towardsthes<> rehols against human government!

If. for aiding a poor fugitive from oppression,
we should subject ourselves to ffne anu imprisonment,(which to us would lie indeed a furifn,.l «.f fir/. ,.f ..fflinlirm I if i.n

.. Mi Wiwtf
cam' wo coul«J Hecure to ourwl ve* the presence
of one " like unto the Son of find,"' think you
He or our connciences would upbraid oh for
being unsubjectivu to tho |*>wi-r* that he? No,
no let iim never fear to ol»«y God rather than
man.

But for fear your correspondent may think
that the forma of " human government" to
whieh I refer are too far-fetched, we will come
down nearer to our own tiiuoH. Take the cane

of i'etcr and John, a* recorded in tho fourth
chapter of Act* After having been commandedby the ruler* of the [Miopia, yea, and by the
older*, too, of Israel, not to nimiuk at all. nor
tench in the numo of Je*u*, what answer gave
they? "Whether it bo right in the eight of
God to hearken unto you more than unto God,
judge ye ; for we cannot hut *noak the thing*
which we have *een and heart! "

Were these men mi*tuken in their notion*
of right1 or did they iucur the Divine displeu*ureby pur*uing the courne they did '

Again when Herod the King had apprehendedPeter, and put hitn in prison, 1 think
h<- watt not very Ncrupulou* about " human
government when too angel of the I>ord
waked him and knocked off hi* fetter*, and
bade him go Imleed, 1 think he here distinctlyrecognised a "higher law " than that of Herou,
though he were a king.

If a Nero or UoboMpierre and hi* satellite*
/who, in their time, mire, were " power* that
he,''l were now our unre«trained ruler*, why,
my numble head would moat surely roll in the
ba*ket for penning thi* article; and if an unre[Millingsubmission to Southern tyranny *hould
take [MNweNHioo of the uuiversal ma** of mind
throughout these broad United States, how
long would it be before the guillotine, the
halter, and the gibbet, would be called into
requisition to silenoe the daring rebel who
should dare to s|M>ak or write against their
UNUges or enactments?

If we are obliged to obey human laws when
their dictates run couuter to the law* of God,
then there can be no such thing as right and
wrong; fur human laws are shilling ever, just

'fl
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in accordance with man'* caprice and what
would be right to-day might he wrong to-morrow.and man's will would become God's law
That selfish politicians should enact and endearorto sustain such a law as the Fugitive

Law. is not strange hut that men.Christians,
Doctors of Divinity.should uphold them in it.
and teach us that 'tis better to ohoy man than
God. should lower the claims of God's higher
law. and exalt man's laws and constitutions
into their place, this of all deeds is the must
marvellous! What alarming evidence of ecclesiasticalcorruption and apostacy!

1 am no Christian, if God he not to me the
Supreme Ruler Nay. I am practically an
Atheist the moment I make Jehovah's laws
succumb to even the loftiest of human laws and
constitutions. No matter though 1 have sworn

allegiance to the Constitution and laws of my
nation, I never swore to follow its behests into
iniquity; and. besides, I am equally sworn to

oliey the Lord God Omnipotent and, what is
more, as niv Supreme Ruler. From this oath
of my allegiance let my soul never swerve.

If the early converts to Christianity at Rome,
to whom Paul was addressing himself, had imbibedthe erroneous notion (as doubtless they
had) that, as they hod become the servants of
God. they were no longer under obligation to
obey earthly magistrates, then Paul's exhortstion(a part of which your correspondent has
quoted) was very appropriate. It m> ms that
Peter also had discovered the same error to
have crept into the minds of some of those to
whom he wrote He says ' Submit yourselves
to every ordinance of man, for the Lord's sake
whether it be to the King as supreme, or unto H
Governors, as unto them that arc sent by Hun
for the punishment of evil-doers and for the
praise of them that do well. For so is the will
of God. that with well-doing ye may put to si- H
lence the ignorance of foolish incn as free
and not using your liberty for a cloak of ma-

liciousness. but as the servants of (iodNow
here lie speaks of good government, good laws
Anil Hiire. if these Christians had not embraced
this same error of which I sjieuk, it certainly jfl
must have been extremely superfluous to have H
addressed them in such language.

I would like to hear some of your corres- H
pondent's " grave objections." C. HH

Pittsforil, It.

KOSSUTH AMD THE IRISH CATHOLICS. 9
To the Editor of thr National Era H

I ain aware that your valuable paper needs H
no additional corres[sindents to enrich its col- H
minis: but allow me, an unpretending subacri- H
her, to endorse, from mv very soul, your re-
marks on Kossuth's Nth of January speech, as H
well as those also made by Kossutfi himself on I
that (K'casiou. H

I refer to the ill feeling yet fostered in the H
American breast against Knglund Next to H
the pervAding and degrading servilitv of our

leading politicians to Slavery, may he men
tinned the habitual endeavor to engender ha- I
tred of Knglund Kossuth himself has re-

ccivcd. no doubt, a lesson on this subject, since fl
he made his tirst speech in New York HeI
came among us with a heart breathing forth
fraternal feelings front Knglund to this country, I
but lie soon found that those feelings were not

reciprocated. How different when in Knglund I
he spoke of the two countries joining bunds
against despotisms. Nothing drew from the
crowds he addressed more prolonged cheering
nothing in this country is met with such deter- I
mined opposition And why is this' You
gave the answer in your fraternity of the I
People of nil Nations, when you state that the I
votes of our Irish population influence to a I
great degree our elections. And is it so. that I
the liberties of the world are to ho endangered I
for a few Irish votes' It looks like it; as with- I
out the union in arms of America and Hug- I
laud, nolliiug will Is' done for the protection of I
liberty in Kuropo I

Hatred is no good counsellor.the wisdom I
of love is a better one. How infinitely supc- I
rior is the creed of Kossuth to the demagogue I
twaddle of some at the Htli of January meetingIt would not have been difficult to find
Home of our leading politicians, had they lived
in the times that tried men's souls, or had they
lived in Hungary at the time of the revolution.
A correspondent of the Pittsburg Catholic,

writing from New York, makes his boast that
it was their word that brought down the BritishHag at the Irving House, when Kossuth en
tored New York and no doubt exists in the
truth of this assertion. In other words, the
union of two of the freest nations on the globe,
for the perpetuation of liberty, is to he set aside
to please our Irish Catholic*.the fact ojienly
published. and not a press moves its tongue.
The National Era and Pittsburg Gazette, as far
as I know, make the only exceptions.

Yours, in the bonds of fraternity. (J.
Cat Fish, Clarion County, Pa. ,

A THIRD CANDIDATE.

Iloi.i. >:y, Ori.eans County, N. Y.,
March, 1852.

To the Editor of the National Era :

It is well said when you toll your readers
that both of the old parties are sold to Slavery,
and all their Presidential candidates are prepledgedto the Slave Power. Hence the proprietyand necessity of a " third candidate "

for let it lie known that there are "seven thousand'at least " that have not bowed the knee
to Baal," hero at the North, both Whigs and
Democrats; and perhaps there may be some
at the South who oannot vote with either party,and consequently not at all, only in case of
another selection Besides, should there not
be such an opportunity offered, that Power
could riot unchecked and unrebuked in all the
wantonness of its extrnvagance.

True, there would be scarce a remote prospectof success; moreover, it is indispensable
for the conservation of freedom here, in our
own persons, States, and Territories, and elsewhere,that there should be a steady, determinedbarrier kept up agninst the approaches
of this species of Absolutism in our own land.
It is not exacted that the expression would he
numerically large for a slight knowledge of
the manoeuvring of parties for the year past
will teach ua that each is doing its utmost to

outstrip the other in its subserviency to the
great Slave will, for the suke of power and
s|K)ils. It seems that we Northerners cannot
get down hsi low, nor lick the dust too meekly,only that our party can heat; and there
are so many voters that net on this principle,
that probably an indc|s<ndent candidate would
receive but a limited expression, even of the
anti-slavery and anti-exO nsionist sentiment
of the country But let us have a standard-
hearer, that all muy a< i to iiiai [sunt wno uosire.Perhaps it is oh necessary and proper
now, a* ever before.
There are wane yet who cannot look on with

indifference and we the sluve interest su}iernedeall other intercut*.we it controlling and
directing the Judicial, Executive, and Legislativedepartment*, in all important decision*
and measures, and feel it* huge grip, pressing
an unconditional acknowledgment of tiie Compromisescheme, a* u finale iff Freedom'* struggle,while Slavery is ut the same instant juishmgher vile carcass forward into California
and the Territories.thus with brassy front repudiateand run over her part of the bargain;
but we must live to ours, the obnoxious FugitiveSlave Law, religiously!

If they want us to live to the contract on our

part, they also must do the same on their part.Yea, let there l»e u National Convention held,
completed of tried men. Let candidates be
selected for President and Vice President, of
the anine stamp. Lot there be a new declaru-

^
tion of principles, or the old Democratic principlesdeclared anew. Freedom's platform is
broad enough, and sound enough.

It is feared that the outgusiiing sympathies
of the great American heart, for those sufferingthe refined cruelties of European despotinn,niav be somewhat cooled down by the
oold, calculating tactica of party, controlled
and shaped by a corresponding power here.
Let this Convention, then, lie outspoken on the

great principles of universal Liberty and Justice.C. R.


